
Preventing Sexual Harassment 

at Laycock Primary School 

Sexual harassment has been identified as the most prevalent form of violence against women 

and girls across 28 EU member states, including the UK. As set out in Part one of Keeping children 

safe in education (KCSIE), all staff working with children are advised to maintain an attitude of ‘it 

could happen here’. 

Definitions 

Harmful sexual behaviour (HSB): an umbrella term for problematic, abusive and violent sexual behaviours that are 
developmentally inappropriate and may cause developmental damage. 

Peer-on-peer sexual abuse: this term includes sexual violence, sexual harassment, up-skirting and sexting (also 
known as ‘youth-produced sexual imagery’). 
Sexual harassment: any unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature that makes one feel distressed, intimidated or 
humiliated. I can include and be called sexual bullying. If includes one or more of: 
- Pressure 
- Manipulation 
- Bullying 

- Intimidation 
- Threats 
- Deception 

- Force 
- Sexual abuse 
- Rape  

Sexual violence: Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two children of any age and sex from 
primary through to secondary stage and into colleges. Sexual violence and sexual harassment exist on a continuum 
and may overlap; they can occur online and face to face (both physically and verbally) and are never acceptable.  

Consent: having the freedom and capacity to choose. 

Up skirting: typically involves someone taking a picture under another person’s clothing without their knowledge, 
with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks (with or without underwear). 

Sexualised language: Terms used to demean people. This includes use of words to describe genitalia as terms of 
abuse. These terms should be treated as seriously as racist or homophobic language. This language along with sexist 
or sexualised insults about clothing, body shape or related to sexual activity should be treated as unacceptable within 
educational settings. 
 

Sexual harassment in school: why is it needed at Primary? 

School contexts are where sexual harassment can become embedded, and thus, are identified as early prevention. In 
2010, the End Violence Against Women coalition commissioned a survey for 16-18 year olds and found: 
- Almost one of three had experience unwanted ‘groping’ or sexual touching at school; 
- 71% had experienced sexualised name calling, such as ‘slag’, ‘slut; 
- 24% said their teachers had never told/ taught them that unwanted sexual touching, sharing of sexualised 

images, or sexual name calling is unacceptable; 
- 40% said they had not had lessons on sexual consent. 

 

Multi-agencies we work with: 

- Everyone’s invited Campaign 
- MASH: police, housing, social services, heath, etc. 
- CAMHs 
- Early Help: Bright Futures 
- Educational Psychologist 
- School Nurse 
 

Reporting sexual harassment, bullying, or any acts: 

All sexual harassment acts MUST 

be reported on CPOMs; this will be 

picked up by a DSL/ HT and 

actioned correctly.  



KS1&2 Statutory curriculum content  

- the characteristics of friendships, including mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, 
generosity, trust, sharing interests and experiences and support with problems and difficulties; 

- how to recognise who to trust and who not to trust, how to judge when a friendship is making them feel unhappy 
or uncomfortable, managing conflict, how to manage these situations and how to seek help or advice from others, 
if needed; 

- practical steps they can take in a range of different contexts to improve or support respectful relationships; 
- that in school and in wider society they can expect to be treated with respect by others, and that in turn they 

should show due respect to others, including those in positions of authority; 
- what a stereotype is, and how stereotypes can be unfair, negative or destructive; 

- the importance of permission-seeking and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults. 
 

What do we teach at Laycock? 

Best practice cross-references other advice, statutory guidance and the legal framework. At Laycock School, our 

approach to sexual harassment derives from the foundations of our school policies such as RSHE, Safeguarding, our 

school’s PSED and National policies, including the Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010. 

 PSHE/ RSHE Internet safety  
Year 1 Sexual harassment: ‘PANTS’ safety On line safety 

Year 2 RSHE On line safety 

Year 3 Sexual harassment: language  On line safety 

Year 4 RSHE Sexual harassment: design posters for school 

Year 5 Sexual harassment: consent On line safety 

Year 6 RSHE Sexual harassment: sharing images 
 

Other: 

- Assemblies 

- Themed weeks 

- Human rights teaching 

- Equality Act, embedded in policies, practise and routines 

- Protected Characteristics within our #Iam 

KS3 & 4 curriculum progression 

It is vital to know what children continue to learn from the foundation we lay in Primary School. Moreover, 

why it is paramount we teach the building blocks for children to be successful in all aspects of PSHE as this 

impacts their life choices, social habits and –ultimately- keeps them safe. After Primary school, children 

learn: 

Respectful relationships, including friendships  

- that some types of behaviour within relationships are criminal, including violent behaviour and coercive control; 

- what constitutes sexual harassment and sexual violence and why these are always unacceptable.  

Online and media 
- that specifically sexually explicit material e.g. pornography presents a distorted picture of sexual behaviours, can 

damage the way people see themselves in relation to others and negatively affect how they behave towards 

sexual partners; 

- what to do and where to get support to report material or manage issues online 

- the impact of viewing harmful content.  



Being safe 
- the concepts of, and laws relating to, sexual consent, sexual exploitation, abuse, grooming, coercion, harassment, 

rape, domestic abuse, forced marriage, honour-based violence and FGM, and how these can affect current and 

future relationships; 

- how people can actively communicate and recognise consent from others, including sexual consent, and how and 

when consent can be withdrawn (in all contexts, including online).  

Intimate sexual relationships, including sexual health 
- how to recognise the characteristics and positive aspects of healthy one-to-one intimate relationships, which 

include mutual respect, consent, loyalty, trust, shared interests and outlook, sex and friendship; 

- that there are a range of strategies for identifying and managing sexual pressure, including understanding peer 

pressure, resisting pressure and not pressurising others. 
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